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83.

RECOMMENDATIONS
External Auditor Appointment Process - 2018/19 Onwards

The Cabinet considered a report of the Executive Director of Resources, which set
out the options for appointing the external auditor to the Council for 2018/19
accounts and beyond, as the current arrangements only cover up to and including
2017/18 audits.

The Cabinet noted that the Council’s current auditors were Grant Thornton UK
LLP working under a contract originally let by the Audit Commission and that the
audit fees for 2016/17 were £189.158. Responsibility for this contract was
transferred to the Public Sector Audit Appointments (PSAA) following the abolition
of the Audit Commission.

The PSAA was inviting the Council to opt in, along with all other authorities, so that
the PSAA could enter into a number of contracts with appropriately qualified audit
firms and appoint a suitable firm to be the Council’ auditor.

The report set out the three main options available to the Council, along with the
key elements of each of the options. In summary these were to make a stand
alone appointment (Option 1); establish a Joint Auditor Panel (Option 2); or to ‘opt
in’ to the Sector Led Body (PSAA) (Option 3).

RESOLVED that the Cabinet recommend that Council approves Option 3, as
described in the report, which is to accept Public Sector Audit
Appointments’ (PSAA) invitation to ‘opt in’ to the sector led option for the
appointment of external auditors for the five financial years commencing 1st
April 2018.



